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Dear Circuit Court Patron: 
 
 

My staff and I are dedicated to providing the best possible service to those using the 
Court. With this goal in mind, we developed the attached handout to help you in adoption 
proceedings. The handout consolidates into one place all of the information that my office 
can legally provide to the public. You are responsible for preparing all the necessary 
documents for your case. 

 
This handout is not intended to replace competent legal advice. In fact, I strongly 

recommend that you hire an attorney to represent you in this matter. In addition, Virginia 
law prohibits my staff from providing legal advice. Therefore, please DO NOT ask the 
Clerks Office personnel for legal advice. 
 

It is my sincere hope that this information will help make your adoption process 
easier and less time consuming for you and your family. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
George E. Schaefer 
Clerk, Norfolk Circuit Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


